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THE COMMUNITY FOOD ADVOCATES’ FIELD OF GREENS FUND 
APPLICATION GUIDELINES FOR INITIAL FUNDING
July 2010
About the Field of Greens Fund
The Field of Greens Fund is a project of the Community Food Advocates, in collaboration with a coalition of food retailers, farmers, businesses, agencies, and individual food advocates (see page three for a list of Advisory Council members).  The Fund was created in June 2010 to provide disaster relief assistance to organic and/or sustainable farmers located in Middle Tennessee, Northern Alabama and Southern Kentucky who support the Middle Tennessee food shed.  The Fund is intended to be a permanent funding source for farmers to strengthen and expand their sustainable farms.  A committee of representatives from the coalition organizations will review applications for funding.  The Field of Greens Fund is a permanent program of the Community Food Advocates, which will serve as fiscal agent for this project.  Checks will be issued by Community Food Advocates to farmers who are approved for assistance.  A generous donation from Whole Foods Market provided the seed money for the Fund, and ongoing support will be provided by donations from individuals and corporations.
Initial grants of monies up to $500 from the fund will go toward assisting organic and/or sustainable farms that supply the Middle Tennessee food shed to deal with immediate needs created by the May 1 and 2, 2010 floods.  The deadline for the second round of funding is August 27th, 2010.  
Applications will be considered and grants awarded on a rolling basis so early applications are encouraged.  If not funded initially, applications will be kept in the pool as long as they meet basic criteria.  If future funding rounds for relief are announced, all applicants will be notified and information will be made available on the Community Food Advocates’ website www.communityfoodadvocates.org.  
Who may apply now?
July – August 2010:
Farmers and producers located in Middle Tennessee, Northern Alabama and Southern Kentucky who sell farm-raised products to the Middle Tennessee food shed, are practicing organic and/or sustainable farming methods and who have suffered hardship as a result of the May 2010 flood.  Preference will be given to farmers and producers who do not qualify for federal crop insurance or other federal assistance or emergency aid programs.
For purposes of the Fund, “organic and/or sustainable farms and producers” are defined as farming units that:
· Produce horticultural crops, tree crops, dairy products or animals intended for human consumption;

· Integrate goals of environmental stewardship, economic profitability, and social and economic equity into their farming system or have been certified organic by the USDA or an agency thereof;

· Are recognized as a functioning farm where agricultural production is the primary or substantial means of family income (rural residences that are not functioning farms are not eligible); and

· Family members are continually engaged in strategic management and day-to-day operational decisions, and provides a substantial amount of on-site labor to operate the farm.

How much can be applied for during the initial round of 2010 funding?
For the initial round of funding applicants can apply for a grant of up to $500 in emergency relief toward household and/or farm expenses by completing Section One of the application.  Farmers and producers should first ask for emergency funds that will cover immediate needs not covered by other sources.  Farmers and producers may also be considered for additional funding above the initial $500 limit by indicating the need and completing Section Two of the application.   
What we will not fund during the initial round of 2010 funding?
· Any loss that is subject to a successful insurance claim,
· Any loss covered by other sources,
· Any damage not resulting from the May 2010 flood
Assessment criteria
The criteria by which the applications will be assessed are as follows:
· Farmers and producers employing organic and/or sustainable practices (as defined above) within the covered geographic area, defined as the Middle Tennessee food shed 
· Amount of losses excluding insured losses
· The level of damage suffered by the property
· The extent of financial hardship
· The extent of non-financial hardship suffered
· The need of the claimant, taking into account personal circumstances such as receiving any benefits
· The size of the Fund
· Other factors the Committee recommends and the Advisory Council considers relevant.
Application review
Applications will be reviewed by a Committee of at least three persons appointed by the Advisory Council to the Fund, to include Community Food Advocates Staff, Advisory Council members, community members, and area farmers.  None of the individuals who serve on the Committee will receive any financial remuneration for their services.  Reviewers will not be eligible to apply for relief funding.  Reviewers are expected to issue fair, nonbiased ratings according to the assessment criteria above, and are required to disclose to Community Food Advocates any potential conflict of interest with any applicant based on familial or financial connection to that applicant.

Each reviewer will rate each application according to the above criteria and the total of the ratings will be averaged.  Applications will be prioritized by this rating.  Grants will be made based upon the amount of funding available.  The Committee will complete the first round of reviews for the initial 2010 grants by August 6, 2010.

Other considerations
Because this fund is of a discretionary nature, the decision of the Committee is final.  The guidelines and process are being developed and will be adjusted as needed.  
Please fill out the Field of Greens Grant Application and mail or email your completed application to the Field of Greens Advisory Council and Application Review Committee: 
Field of Greens Fund – Application Review
c/o Community Food Advocates
415 Fourth Ave. South, Unit B
Nashville, TN 37201
e-mail: applications@fieldofgreensfund.org
Successful applicants will be notified as soon as possible. Applications will be accepted and reviewed on an ongoing basis until funding is gone.  If you have questions, please contact the Field of Greens Advisory Council by email at info@fieldofgreensfund.org or contacting Community Food Advocates Board Members: Jennifer Hagan-Dier, (615) 423-5824 or Caroline Trost, (615) 397-4091.

Community Food Advocates Field of Greens Fund Advisory Council: Kathleen Cotter, The Bloomy Rind Artisan Cheeses; Amy Delvin, Delvin Farms; Marne Duke; Jennifer Hagan-Dier, Friends of the Nashville Farmers’ Market; Kristin Gentry, TNBuyLocal.com; Deb Grant, Franklin Farmers’ Market Manager; Michael Martin, Whole Foods Market Franklin; Robin Riddell, Slow Food Nashville; Lisa Shively, Local Table Magazine; Becca Stinson; Caroline Trost; Nancy Vienneau, Good Food Matters; Jolie Yockey, Nashville Farmers’ Market Manager.

The Field of Greens Fund has received initial funding through a generous grant from Whole Foods Market.
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